
Three Essential 
Considerations for 
Adopting Cloud-based 
Analytics 
AWS SMB | MAY 2022

AMAZON WEB SERVICES



GAIN INSIGHTS | ESSENTIALS GUIDE 2

Turn Data into Insights and Transform Your Business.

For many small and medium-sized businesses, data has become essential to enabling 
better decision making. Every business has data generated from supplier, partner, and 
customer interactions that are stored and used in some way. Whether trying to forecast, 
understand buying behavior, or anticipate trends, having access to fresh, relevant data 
directly impacts the quality of the conclusions being drawn. The purpose of analytics 
is to reveal previously unrealized insights that can inform decisions, help identify new 
opportunities, accelerate growth, and drive the kind of operational efficiency and 
competitive differentiation that can be transformational.

While most small and medium-sized businesses recognize the benefit of connecting data 
and using analytics to make better decisions, they face barriers to getting the insights 
they need. For example, data may be stored in different formats or in systems that can’t 
talk to each other making it unfeasible to consolidate and share data from different 
sources. Analytics also requires significant storage and compute power, and that upfront 
investment can be hard to justify, further slowing progress.

Relying on old or incomplete data can translate to missing big opportunities, create 
inefficient customer strategies, and ineffective campaigns. The cloud gives you what 
you need to get quick access to a complete view of your business, providing insights to 
empower business users. 
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Is the cloud right for your business?  
Compare your options.

There are three essential considerations when evaluating cloud-
based analytics: infrastructure, capabilities, and support. 
Let’s examine how the cloud impacts all three considerations. 

1  Infrastructure built for analytics. 
Cloud infrastructure is designed to easily scale storage 
resources and provide a high level of security and resiliency. 
Whether just starting with analytics or trying to scale, the 
cloud is the most cost-effective way to deliver on your 
business goals. Cloud infrastructure removes the burden of 
managing the analytics infrastructure, provides you with 
storage and performance that automatically adapts to your 
needs, and reduces manual, time-consuming administrative 
tasks. Infrastructure built for analytics means that loading 
data from diverse sources, turning on encryption and 
managing keys, re-organizing data into columnar format, 
and granting and auditing access is done in days not months. 
And once deployed, you can run and scale analytics in 
seconds not minutes.  
 
With resiliency and security architected from the ground up, 
adopting the cloud can also result in reduced downtime and 
fewer security incidents. You maintain the ability to define 
and manage your security, governance, and auditing policies 
to satisfy industry and geography-specific regulations.
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2  Capabilities that improve business outcomes  
The cloud is the fastest way to get visibility into and integration 
of all of your data. Cloud services offer a way to connect, analyze 
and display data from many different sources in a single user-
friendly data dashboard. When your data is effectively connected, 
conclusions can be drawn to make insights easy to gather and share 
across the organization so you can unlock new opportunities.  
 
A cloud-based approach to analytics also provides small and 
medium-sized businesses with a path to continuously improve upon 
the way data is used, leveraging the latest technology advances. 
If you are just getting started and simply need to identify where 
your data is, how to access it, and how to share it, the cloud is the 
quickest way to get up and running and provides a path to more 
advanced solutions.  
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3  Support from experts  
Small and medium-sized businesses often don’t take full advantage 
of their data because it is resource intensive to manage, mine, and 
share. The expertise required to consolidate data is also a hurdle. 
With rapidly changing technologies and end markets, and increasing 
demands on the IT team, building analytics capability may not be a 
high priority. 
 
The cloud provides access to proven experts with demonstrated 
success in helping small and medium-sized businesses evaluate and 
use tools and best practices for collecting, storing, governing, and 
analyzing data. Adopting the cloud provides you with immediate 
access to expertise it would take years to build in-house. In addition 
to the support included with cloud services, the cloud gives you 
access to certified third-party experts that can help you complete 
your analytics projects faster. And a vibrant partner community 
allows you to benefit from a broad set of managed services. 
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Summary
Information results in business transformation when data can 
be effectively used to reveal new, actionable insights for your 
business. Moving data to the cloud gives you access to the very 
best tools to perform analytics in an agile and cost-effective way. 
This results in tangible business benefits, from identifying new 
opportunities to prioritizing operational improvements. 

You don’t have to build a team of experts on analytics 
infrastructure, make a large investment in hardware and 
software, or figure out how to link disparate data on your own. 
The cloud gets you to your goals faster as you take advantage of 
proven platforms and services. Capturing, storing, and analyzing 
all of your data is more achievable, more affordable, and more 
effective than ever. You can ramp up and scale quickly and 
securely, getting business users access to the insights they need. 

Learn more

To better understand the many benefits of cloud-based 
analytics, download our eBook, React Faster and Anticipate 
Change: Uncover New Insigts with Your Data in the Cloud, or 
contact AWS Sales. 
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