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Your Data Storage Resources Might  
Be Approaching Capacity
In the digital economy, valuable business data is multiplying exponentially.  
According to IDC, data is growing at a faster rate than installed storage capacity.1 
Storing, managing, and protecting your data will be key to your business success 
but will stress your capital and operational resources.

Why consider cloud storage?

Businesses of all sizes must act now to make sure data remains accessible to 
authorized users and applications. The cloud enables you to succeed with instant, 
affordable storage capacity that you can scale up or down as needed. You make 
no new investments in equipment and pay only for the storage resources you use. 

The cloud also automatically builds in data and system redundancy to always 
keep your data available. Your provider oversees regular infrastructure updates 
and refreshes, so you’re always using the latest technology without any 
additional cost or operational burden to your business.

1.  IDC, “Data Creation and Replication Will Grow at a Faster Rate 
than Installed Storage Capacity,” March 2021.

https://www.idc.com/getdoc.jsp?containerId=prUS47560321
https://www.idc.com/getdoc.jsp?containerId=prUS47560321
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Compare your options

There are three essential considerations in evaluating the cloud as a storage alternative: 
cost, capacity, and security. Let’s examine each in two scenarios: 1) continuing to invest 
in your own infrastructure and 2) using the cloud for supplemental storage, which you 
“rent” as needed.

1. Cost 

As data grows, so does the need for additional storage hardware, software, and 
networking resources to support it. They all have associated costs; so do the power, real 
estate, and staff time needed to run them.

With cloud storage, these expenses are managed as a service you control. You pay simply 
for the capacity you use each month. While every company differs, businesses that 
use AWS Cloud storage report saving 31 percent on average, compared to buying and 
operating additional capacity themselves.2

If you currently don’t use cloud services, there is a one-time cost for initially moving data 
to the cloud that depends on the process you use. Check with your cloud provider for 
options and associated fees.

2. Capacity

Do you have enough storage to accommodate data growth? It can be difficult to 
accurately predict requirements with changing market conditions and business needs. 
It’s important to have enough capacity to meet everyday requirements without paying to 
overprovision resources that go unused. The cloud eliminates overprovisioning concerns 
and expenses by allowing dynamic access to capacity when you need it. You can also use 
cloud capacity to back up data from your on-site storage devices. Using the cloud for 
backup ensures that your data will remain available if an outage occurs at your site. 

It’s helpful to consider cost control as part of your capacity evaluation. Most companies 
use 20 percent of their data as often as every day. This critical data requires a cloud 
service with the fastest access performance available. Identify that frequently used data 
and match it to the highest-performance cloud storage option; you can store the other  
80 percent of it using less-expensive services.

2.  IDC, “Fostering Business and Organizational Transformation to 
Generate Business Value with Amazon Web Services,” February 2018.

https://pages.awscloud.com/rs/112-TZM-766/images/%20AWS-BV%20IDC%202018.pdf
https://pages.awscloud.com/rs/112-TZM-766/images/%20AWS-BV%20IDC%202018.pdf
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3. Security

Is your on-site data secure and can you keep it protected as it grows? Cyber issues 
are on the rise, and smaller businesses aren’t immune: the 2021 Verizon Data 
Breach Investigations Report3 saw minimal differences in the number of breaches, 
based on company size. 

There are a growing number of digital avenues into business data, as employees 
become more distributed with remote work and companies share data with 
business partners, customers, and others. Each access point to that data requires 
securing. Data can become more secure in the cloud than in privately owned data 
centers because of security best practices that the cloud provider and customer 
follow in a shared-responsibility setup. 

Because cloud services involve systems you don’t own and manage, you need a 
provider you can trust to secure its hardware, software, and physical facilities. 
You’ll still specify who has access to your data and to any business applications 
and security software you might choose to run in the cloud. 

31%
Average amount businesses 
save using AWS cloud  
storage vs. maintaining data 
on premises

—  IDC, “Fostering Business and Organizational Transformation to Generate 
Business Value with Amazon Web Services,” February 2018.

3. Verizon, “2021 Data Breach Investigations Report.”

https://pages.awscloud.com/rs/112-TZM-766/images/%20AWS-BV%20IDC%202018.pdf
https://pages.awscloud.com/rs/112-TZM-766/images/%20AWS-BV%20IDC%202018.pdf
https://www.verizon.com/business/resources/reports/2021-data-breach-investigations-report.pdf
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Supplementing on-site storage with the cloud helps you keep 
pace with data growth. Consider the cloud as an extension 
of your data environment for unlimited, on-demand storage 
capacity, data backup, pay-as-you-go cost savings, and 
improved security. 

Learn more

Download our eBook, Store and Protect Your Data in the 
Cloud, or contact AWS Sales.
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https://aws.amazon.com/smart-business/storage-ebook-form/
https://aws.amazon.com/smart-business/storage-ebook-form/
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