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Discover Cloudscape, an open-source 
design system for the cloud
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Olga Madejska (she/her)

Head of Cloudscape

AWS
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Working backwards 
from customer needs
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Scale
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Launches Growth YoY
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Consistency

2008 2021
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AWS teams
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Our journey
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Many design systems support 1–2 products. 
When creating a system to support 90+ 
services, our team faced some incredible 
challenges that required solutions never 
invented before. Innovating in the space was 
such an incredibly rewarding experience! 

Senior UX Designer

AWS
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Building a roadmap

Hero flow Inventory Categorization Prioritized list of 
components
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Launching the system
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Our open source effort improved our 
internal processes while opening a 
dialogue with the global community. 
We are better every day because of it.

Senior Design Technologist

AWS

07/19/2022
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Design system today
Foundation
Components
Patterns
Demos
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Design system today

Foundation



© 2022, Amazon Web Services, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.© 2022, Amazon Web Services, Inc. or its affiliates. 

All rights reserved.



© 2022, Amazon Web Services, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Colors, typography, icons
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Layout, spacing
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Dark fill, without outline Light fill, with outline Outline only No shadow

Important elements are inverted to 
create the greatest contrast with other 
elements on the page

Emphasized elements have a lighter
background, typically accompanied with 
a darker border of a similar color

Most elements don't have any fill 
and only have a border or outline

Small elements that are used inside 
other elements don't have a shadow

Visual style
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Design system today

Components
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Design system today

Patterns
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Design system today

Demos
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Core features
Theming 
Composability
Visual modes
Density modes
Accessibility
Responsiveness
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Theming

What can I change through theming?

• Changing color values of brand or common 
UI-related tokens

• Changing the typeface of your product

• Changing the border radius of elements, 
e.g., containers, form elements, alerts, 
and notifications

• Applying visual changes globally across 
a product
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Composability
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Visual modes

Light mode Dark mode
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Density modes

Comfortable mode Compact mode
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Accessibility
Cloudscape Design System provides guidelines and tools 
to help you build accessible interfaces, such as semantic 
markup and use of appropriate ARIA attributes



© 2022, Amazon Web Services, Inc. or its affiliates. All rights reserved.

Responsiveness
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Result
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Empower all creators to build 
great customer experiences 
with minimal effort.

Our Vision
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Deliver results
Leaders focus on the key inputs for their business and 
deliver them with the right quality and in a timely fashion. 
Despite setbacks, they rise to the occasion and never settle.
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Dive deep
Leaders operate at all levels, stay connected to the details, 
audit frequently, and are sceptical when metrics and anecdote 
differ. No task is beneath them.
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Insist on the highest standards
Leaders have relentlessly high standards – many people may 
think these standards are unreasonably high. Leaders are 
continually raising the bar and drive their teams to deliver 
high-quality products, services, and processes. Leaders ensure 
that defects do not get sent down the line and that problems 
are fixed so they stay fixed.
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Benefits of design systems

• Improve user experience across products through well-defined and consistent 
interface guidelines

• Help deliver a consistent brand experience across all customer touch points

• Save time and money by speeding up the design and implementation

• Increase consistency and decrease maintenance

• Help increase accessibility and usability across products

• Facilitate communication and help drive change throughout organizations
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Whether you are:

• Building a product that extends the AWS 
Management Console

• Designing a user interface for a hybrid cloud 
management system

• Thinking of setting up an on-premises 
solution that uses AWS

• Building any type of data intensive interface

Cloudscape offers a solid base to make your 
work easier

Is Cloudscape right for me?
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https://cloudscape.design
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https://cloudscape.design/
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Thank you!

Please complete the session 
survey in the mobile app

Olga Madejska

olamad313

linkedin.com/in/olgamadejska


