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MODERNIZE YOUR APPLICATIONS, DRIVE GROWTH, 
AND REDUCE TOTAL COST OF OWNERSHIP

July 9th 2019. On this day, Microsoft will end Extended Support for SQL Server 2008 and 2008 R2. 
This is a good opportunity to step back, review, assess, and rationalize not just your SQL Server 
2008 position, but your entire strategy. Embracing the cloud can help your business become more 
agile and extensible. While the transition will not happen in an instant, AWS can help ease the path 
to migration.  

INTRODUCTION

Moving your infrastructure to the cloud is the new 
normal. It’s a necessity if you want to stay 
competitive in today’s marketplace. 

Bringing your applications into the cloud has become 
an inevitable aspect of doing business. Managing 
legacy applications is costly, has diminishing returns, 
and does not usually add incremental value to your 
business. Making the choice to move to the cloud 
can protect your organization’s valuable resources, 
reduce time-consuming tasks, save money, and 
add efficiency. 

Rethink your approach to technology investments 
and reduce both complexity and cost with a move 
to the cloud. In the cloud, capacity planning is 

simplified and provides easily scalable 
infrastructure that can be managed by 
the simple click of a button. Infrastructure 
management is automated and outsourced, 
so you can focus on optimizing the life of 
your existing IT investments. 

By moving to Amazon Web Services (AWS), your 
organization can return to focusing on its core 
mission and free up resources to focus on new 
business initiatives and innovation. This quick 
guide outlines important touchpoints, steps, 
and things to think about as you make the 
move to AWS. 
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INTRODUCING AWS

AWS is the leader in Cloud IaaS 
for Microsoft workloads with 
~57% of market segment 
share (IDC)*

According to an IDC study, when 
deploying AWS, enterprises can 
reduce payback periods to 6 months 
and reduce total cost of ownership 
(TCO) by 64%

As you think about your approach to transition from 
legacy applications such as Windows Server 2008 and 
SQL Server 2008, it’s important to plan for the next 
10 years. AWS is a leading platform to re-host your 
Windows or SQL Server infrastructure on the cloud. 
With a flexible set of deployment and operating paths, 
a robust set of options to modernize your databases, 
and an ever-expanding catalog of compelling, innovative 
services – built on years of customer input – AWS delivers 
what you need today and for years to come. 

AWS has over ten years of experience running Windows 
workloads in the cloud, longer than any other cloud 
provider. It’s the clear choice for your Windows and SQL 
databases and applications. 

When you make the move to AWS, you make the decision on 
how to migrate your applications and at what pace. You 
leverage one of the industry’s most reliable infrastructures 
with a deep set of services. Additionally, you can customize 
your cloud migration and application modernization plans 
based on your business needs, and not lengthy agreements 
or complex licensing. For example, with AWS, you can lift 
and shift applications, refactor them, or fully re-platform 
them, making the choice that best suits your organization. In 
the end, you can reduce costs, gain efficiencies, and make 
the most of your existing investments.
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*Source: IDC, Windows Server Operating Environment Market

Update, Doc #US44217118, Aug 2018.

https://d0.awsstatic.com/analyst-reports/IDC_Business_Value_of_AWS_May_2015.pdf


AWS offers a 
modernization 
platform for both 
database and 
operating systems.

Innovation Options Reliability Global 
Infrastructure

Flexibility

AWS gives you the 
opportunity to 
modernize your 
legacy Windows 
and SQL 2008 
applications and 
migrate to newer, 
more innovative 
solutions.

AWS offers 
deployment options 
based on their 
objectives and 
desired business 
outcomes such as 
reduced TCO, 
improved 
performance, 
and compliance.

AWS provides a 
platform that is 
market proven at 
scale.

AWS is a leader in 
cloud innovation 
with over 120 
services across 
multiple categories. 
Learn more about 
our global 
infrastructure.

Here’s what AWS offers:
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AWS has more experience running Windows server workloads 
in the cloud supporting virtually any type of Microsoft 
workload. In fact, we were the first major cloud platform to 
offer Windows Server instances in 2008. 

If you’re still not sure why you should make the move to AWS 
for Windows Server, consider these risks: 

LOSS OF DATA — Not every cloud provider understands what 
it takes to migrate data from one or many Microsoft SQL 
Server databases as AWS does. If you or your cloud provider 
don’t understand the intricacies of SQL migration, one of the 
worst case scenarios could be the loss of valuable data.

LACK OF SUPPORT — AWS understands that a significant 
number of on-premises business applications have End of Life 
software or are out of support. We can answer your questions 
and concerns, but with other providers that aren’t familiar with 
legacy applications, you might be on your own. 

LIMITATIONS — Not every provider will be aware of the “what 
ifs” as well as the opportunities before migration begins. 

AWS can help businesses securely migrate away from unsecure 
platforms. In fact, hundreds of thousands of customers like you 

WHY AWS IS THE RIGHT CLOUD 
FOR MICROSOFT WORKLOADS

trust AWS to run business-critical Windows workloads such as 
Exchange, .NETapps, SharePoint, SQL Server, Active Directory, 
and Dynamics. Our customers span all industries and include 
Adobe, Autodesk, Capital One, General Electric, Hess, Kaplan, 
Pitney Bowes, Riot Games, and Siemens—for customer 
references, visit AWS Case Studies. The number of AWS 
enterprise customers using Amazon Elastic Compute Cloud (EC2) 
for Microsoft Windows Servers grew by over 400%, between 
2014 and 2017, as seeing in re:Invent 2017.

License flexibility is another factor to consider when migrating. 
You may be concerned about how to bring and manage licenses 
when you move your applications to AWS. There are a variety of 
options for using new and existing Microsoft software licenses 
on AWS Cloud. You can rely on AWS to run your Microsoft 
software while easing your Microsoft licensing compliance.
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Why AWS for Windows Workloads

Most experience
10 years experience running 
Windows Server workloads in 
the cloud

Superior uptime & 
better performance
80,000 IOPS/instance capable 
delivery with consistency

Global & high 
availability
55 availability zones 
spanning 18 geographic 
regions

Customer obsession 
& innovation
100+ service offerings

Largest ISV & partner 
community
Tens of thousands of APN 
Partners from across the globe

Improve TCO
Dozens of price 
reductions since 2006

Security & compliance
58 compliance certifications
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STRATEGICALLY PLAN FOR THE LONG-TERM, 
NOT JUST THE NEXT THREE YEARS

As you plan the next phase of your organization’s future, you want to think strategically about where 
you want your workloads to live not only in the near future but also over the next 10 years. Old 
applications and on-premises servers are a security risk, and they can slow down businesses that 
struggle to bring new products and services to market. In addition, old applications, like Windows 
Server 2008 and SQL Server 2008, can make it harder to stay up to date with the newest legislation. 
Moving to AWS can help you innovate faster and reduce the risk of non-compliance. AWS also has 
unique ways to help you simplify and maximize your software licenses. 

PLAN
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ECONOMICS/SCALE

1. HIGHER COST-SAVINGS. 
When you move workloads from on-premises to AWS, you eliminate large, up-front expenditures, 
shrinking independent software vendor (ISV) license costs, and leveraging elastic pricing models. 

2. IMPROVED AGILITY. 
You also become more agile with reduced development cycles via continuous integration and 
continuous delivery (CI/CD), and virtually unlimited infrastructure resources consumed on demand. 

3. BETTER DATA ANALYTICS. 
You gain the advantage of leveraging the data, which can contain decades of business transactions 
and can feed data analytics or machine learning initiatives seeking competitive differentiators. 

4. NEW TALENT OPPORTUNITIES. 
Modernizing with AWS often resolves the retirement skill gap and attracts new talent to modernize 
core business workloads.
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More benefits of modernizing with AWS:



CAPACITY/INNOVATION/SKILLS

1. LOWER TOTAL COST OF OWNERSHIP (TCO).   
Save money by using AWS to build new applications and retire legacy solutions. In fact, you can 
significantly reduce TCO, and free up resources to focus on your core mission, instead of managing 
servers and buildings. 

2. ACHIEVE LONG-TERM SAVINGS. 
The hyper-scale, breadth of services, and level of automation in AWS can achieve incremental savings, 
and over time, significant cost optimization. 

3. RETIRE EXPENSIVE INFRASTRUCTURE. 
When you deploy enterprise solutions in AWS, you can leave behind your expensive legacy infrastructure, 
reduce costs, gain agility through automation, and free resources to drive innovation, as opposed 
focusing on undifferentiated work.
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AWS offers numerous benefits for SQL Server workloads:

• Flexible Options – Choose RDS if you want us to look after 
the day-to-day operations. Choose EC2 for fine-tuned 
control of your database. Choose if and when to migrate off 
of traditional SQL server – on your timeline and based on 
your needs. 

• License Optimization/ Enhanced High Availability 
(HA)/Disaster Recovery (DR) – With AWS, you gain a proven 
platform. With numerous Availability Zones (AZs) within 
geographic regions all around the world, AWS has orders of 
magnitude more AZs and also more experience supporting 
critical workloads than other providers. It also means that 
running SQL Server on AWS, you are able to achieve 
synchronous replication, which means no data loss, while 
also running in separate AZs. This is critical as you think 
about the right long-term option. For a list of the latest 
regions and availability zones, check our global 
infrastructure here.

• Streamline Operations – With RDS AWS you can elastically 
dial-up or dial-down resources based on what you need. 
Amazon RDS for SQL Server makes it easy to set up, operate, 
and scale SQL Server deployments in the cloud. You can 

deploy multiple editions of SQL Server in minutes with 
cost-efficient and resizable compute capacity. Amazon RDS 
frees you up to focus on application development by 
managing time-consuming database administration tasks 
including provisioning, backups, software patching, 
monitoring, high availability, and hardware scaling.

Amazon RDS has been around since 2012, providing an 
unmatched experience in managing thousands of different 
customer workloads. As a result, we often find bugs and 
workarounds before our competitors. Our other AWS services 
work well with RDS, proving there is more to AWS than just 
relational databases that will likely serve any customers 
enterprise needs.

• Ready to Modernize – With AWS, the Database Migration 
Service (DMS) helps you move to an open high-performance 
database management system like Aurora, MySQL, PostGRE, 
and MariaDB. Additionally, you can move to Linux. You can do 
all of this on your timetable. 
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AWS Offers A Broad Set of Options to Maximize Flexibility

Migrate or upgrade to SQL Server on EC2 2
•  For optimal control of deployment options
•  Rapidly deploy highly virtualized environment to AWS 

Modernize SQL Server on your timetable 3
•  Migrate from SQL Server to modern, open platforms  
•  Amazon Aurora, Amazon Redshift, MySQL, PostgreSQL, MariaDB

•  Deploy in minutes with expansive automation 

1 Migrate or upgrade to RDS for SQL Server

License Optimization 

Enhanced HA/DR

Streamline Operations

Ready to Modernize

Flexible Options 
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SCALE, FLEX, OPTIMIZE AND REDUCE COSTS

Cost is another concern when it comes to migration. Investing in cloud migration enhances your ability 
to scale and flex to the demands of your business workloads. Historically, computing costs were tied to 
a quarterly or yearly hardware procurement investment, but with cloud technology you now have the 
flexibility to initialize resources and services at any time. You pay only for what you use, pivoting the 
way that costs are understood, managed, and optimized.

ECONOMICS

Moving to AWS reduces or eliminates 
capital-intensive infrastructure purchases and 
changes the way you buy and use IT services.

Physical Space
Cabling
Cooling
Power
Networking

Racks
Servers
Storage
Certifications
Labor

No infrastructure to build 
to get started

On-Premises (or Co-location) AWS Cloud
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Typical cost drivers for on-premises deployments are 
ofter overlooked or not counted in comparisons.

Server Costs

Storage Costs

Network Costs

IT Labor Costs

Extras

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Hardware – Server, Rack 
Chassis PDUs, ToR Switches 

(+Maintenance) 

Hardware – Storage Disks, 
SAN/FC Switches

Network Hardware – LAN 
Switches Load Balancer 

Bandwidth Costs

Server Admin, Virtualization Admin, Storage Admin, Network 
Admin, Support Team

Project Planning, Advisors, Legal, Contractors, Manages Services, 
Real-Estate, Training, Cost of Capital

Software – OS, Virtualization 
Licenses (+Maintenance)

Software – Backup

Software – Network 
Monitoring

Facilities Cost

Space Power Cooling

Space Power Cooling

Facilities Cost

Space Power Cooling

Facilities Cost

Less – Tangibles:

Cost of Delays
Risk Premium

Competitive Abilities
Performance Gains

Governance
Etc.
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Moving to AWS reduces or eliminates capital-intensive infrastructure 
purchases and changes the way you buy and use IT services.

Moving to a lower variable-cost structure
•  Reducing or eliminating capital-intensive investments 

 in infrastructure hardware. 

•  Reducing costs for monitoring, maintenance and license spend.

•  Eliminating data center and co-location overhead costs.

Paying only for what you use
•  Reducing excess, unused capacity.

•  Shifting from a forecast-driven model to a customer 
 demand-driven model.

•  Moving to an agile cost base for expansion (or contraction) 
 of the business.

Increased automation and productivity
•  Reducing or eliminating IT management activities that waste 

 time and resources.

•  Moving staff into differentiated, value-enhancing activities.

VARIABLE
COSTS

Traditional
Data Center

UPFRONT
COSTS

Virtualized
Data Center

VARIABLE
COSTS

UPFRONT
COSTS

AWS

VARIABLE
COSTS

UPFRONT
COSTS

Running
internal IT

more efficiently

Cost savings from
moving to AWS
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OPTIMIZE YOUR COSTS 
WHEN USING AWS

AWS' breadth of services and pricing options flexibly 
and effectively manage your costs while keeping the 
performance and capacity your business requires. With 
AWS, you can easily right-size your services, leverage 
Reserved Instances, and use powerful cost management 
tools to monitor your costs. You can always be on top of 
your how much you’re spending.

We have many innovative services available at a fraction of 
the price of on-premises solutions. Amazon RDS for 

Aurora, Amazon Redshift, and other services help you run 
enterprise-grade solutions at a fraction of the cost of 
comparable on-premises solutions. 

We’ve broken down cost optimization into five core pillars 
which enable you to save money and allow you to invest 
in greater innovation.
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FOOTNOTE: Reserved Instances (RIs) provide a significant discount compared to On-Demand Instance pricing when used in a specific Availability Zone. 

Reserved Instances are not physical instances, but rather a billing discount applied to the use of On-Demand Instances in your account. Learn more about

how EC2 RIs can help you save money while maintaining flexibility.



The Five Pillars of Cost Optimization

Right Sizing Your
Instances

Increase
Elasticity

Pick the Right
Price Model

Match Usage to 
Storage Class

Measuring &
Monitoring

•  Right-sizing: Provisioning the right services for given workloads. 
•  Elasticity: Growing and shrinking consumption based on volume- and time-based needs. 
•  Pricing models: Using On Demand, Reserved, and Spot Instances effectively. 
•  Storage optimization: Choosing the right storage tier for the workload.
•  Measuring & monitoring: Setting targets and reviewing progress against them at a set cadence.

Learn more about cost optimization at scale 
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USING MICROSOFT SOFTWARE
LICENSES ON AWS CLOUD

Amazon knows that no two businesses are alike, which is why we offer a multitude of options when it comes to using 
Microsoft software licenses on AWS cloud. For instance, you can use fully compliant Microsoft licenses and bundle 
them with AWS to pay as you go. Or, you can bring your own licenses to AWS cloud in the event you’ve already 
purchased Microsoft licenses. Here’s a breakdown below of the two options, including benefits of each.

Using license-included instances allows you access to fully compliant Microsoft software licenses bundled with Amazon 
EC2 or Amazon RDS instances. You pay for them as you go with no upfront costs or long-term investments. Choose from 
Amazon Machine Images (AMIs) with just Microsoft Windows Server, or with Windows Server and Microsoft SQL Server 
pre-installed. Amazon RDS for SQL Server offers databases without time consuming administrative tasks. Whether using 
EC2 or RDS, buying from AWS with Microsoft licensing included has many benefits.

•  AWS manages licensing compliance
•  Supports current and many legacy versions of Microsoft software
•  Windows Server Client Access Licenses (CALs) are not required

Buy licenses from AWS
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If you’ve already purchased Microsoft software, bring your own licenses (BYOL) to AWS Cloud.

• Take advantage of the efficiencies of the cloud while still purchasing perpetual licenses
• Extend the lifecycle of your software without additional hardware costs
• Expedite your migration to the cloud by using existing virtual machine images 

You have two options for bringing licenses to AWS:

• Without Software Assurance: Using Amazon EC2 Dedicated Hosts, you can access hardware fully dedicated to your use, 
making it possible to bring Microsoft software licenses to AWS Cloud, even without Software Assurance. Learn more

• With Software Assurance: Microsoft License Mobility through Software Assurance allows many Microsoft software 
licenses to be brought into AWS for use with Amazon EC2. Learn more

Bring licenses to AWS

When you purchase an Amazon EC2 instance with a Windows Server-based AMI, or an Amazon RDS for SQL Server license 
included instance, Amazon takes care of licensing costs and compliance for you. Both Amazon EC2 and Amazon RDS offer 
a variety of instance types and sizes, allowing you to select the optimal configuration for your target workload.  Amazon 
EC2 AMIs with Windows Server require no Client Access Licenses (CALs).  They also include two Microsoft Remote Desktop 
Services licenses for administrative purposes. Purchasing an Amazon EC2 for Windows Server license included instance 
eliminates licensing overhead and enables you to rapidly provision the compute resources you need. 

For details, please visit aws.amazon.com/windows/amis.

Launch licensed Amazon Machine Images
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https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/dedicated-hosts/
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Amazon EC2 offers Dedicated Hosts, which allow you to access hardware that's fully dedicated for your use. You can 
use your own licensed software on dedicated infrastructure, even without Software Assurance. Use your own MSDN 
licenses in AWS on Amazon EC2 Dedicated Hosts or Dedicated Instances to support your development and test needs.

Bring existing licenses to Dedicated Hosts

If you’ve purchased Software Assurance with your Microsoft software, you may be able to take advantage of your 
existing Microsoft volume licensing investments and move to AWS without paying additional Microsoft licensing 
fees. The License Mobility benefit is available to Microsoft customers with eligible server applications covered by 
active Microsoft Software Assurance. You can use AWS VM Import to bring virtual machine images from your 
on-premises environment to AWS Cloud, enabling you to bring your existing Microsoft software licenses and 
virtual machine configurations to AWS.

For a complete list, please visit aws.amazon.com/windows/resources/licensemobility

Bring existing licenses with License Mobility
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Questions? Please see the Windows Licensing FAQ. For additional questions, contact microsoft@amazon.com.

https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/
https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/dedicated-hosts/
https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/dedicated-hosts/
https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/purchasing-options/dedicated-instances/
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/licensing-programs/software-assurance-default.aspx
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https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/licensing/licensing-programs/software-assurance-default.aspx
https://aws.amazon.com/ec2/vm-import/
https://aws.amazon.com/windows/resources/licensemobility/
https://aws.amazon.com/windows/faq/#licensing
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INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY AND MODERNIZE LEGACY 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR YOUR CUSTOMERS 

Often, the number one reason companies choose 
to move to the cloud is the agility and speed that 
it gives them to grow their business. With cloud 
computing, you’re able to spin up thousands of 
servers in minutes as opposed to the 10 to 18 
weeks it typically takes with on-premises servers. 
AWS Cloud provides more than 120 services at 
your fingertips, from compute, storage, and 

Increased Productivity. 

“We migrated to the cloud to increase our 
productivity of our workforce. It also helped us 
consolidate data centers and rationalize projects 
migrating to the cloud since we were preparing 
for an acquisition.” 

– AWS customer

Modernized Business. 

”We were looking to completely re-imagine our 
business using modern technology as part of a 
larger digital transformation program. And of 
course, AWS also helped us improve our bottom 
line by reducing our costs.”  

– AWS customer

MIGRATION

databases to continuous integration, data 
analytics, and artificial intelligence. This means 
you can go from idea to implementation in 
seconds rather than months.

Here are other key reasons our customers 
give for migrating to the cloud:
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Common Migration Drivers

Agility/Dev
Productivity

Data Center
Consolidation

Innovation &
Digital Transformation

Cost Reduction

Facility or 
Real Estate Decisions

Collocation or Outsourcing
Contact Changes

Large Scale Compute 
Intensive Workloads

Acquisitions or
Divestitures
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HOW TO MOVE TO AWS: 
COMMON STRATEGIES

A migration to the cloud may mean moving a single data center, 
a collection of data centers, or some other portfolio of systems 
that is larger than a single application. Your decision to migrate 
to the cloud can be driven by several factors, including data 
center lease expiration, required hardware upgrades, software 
license renewals, location requirements to meet regulatory 
compliance, global market expansion, increased developer 
productivity, or the need for a standard architecture. While 

PHASE 1:

Migration preparation and 
business planning.

If you don’t have a plan, you 
may be planning to fail.

PHASE 2:

Portfolio discovery and 
planning. 

Crawl, Walk, Run. 

PHASE 3 / PHASE 4:

Designing, migrating and 
validating applications.

Agile, Flexible, Iterative.

PHASE 5:

Modern operating model.

Shift to cloud.

Five-Phase Migration Process

there are several common components found in each 
successful migration, there is no one-size-fits-all solution 
to deciding the best approach for your company. AWS has 
combined its knowledge about migrations with the experience 
gained from helping organizations move their IT portfolios 
to the cloud. We developed two models that many customers 
have found useful: the Five-Phase Migration Process and 
the Six Common Strategies for Migrating to the Cloud.
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Manual

Install

Use Migration tools

Modify InfrastructureDetermine
Platform

Replatform

Repurchase Buy
COTS/SaaS

Install/Set-
up

Refactor

Retain

Retire

Redesign App Code
Development

ALM/SDLC Integration

Config Deploy

Automate

Six Common Strategies for Migration: “The 6 R’s”
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COTS: Commercial Off-the-Shelf
SaaS: Software as a Service
ALM: Application Lifecycle Management
SDLC: Software Development LifeCycle



1. REHOST: 
Also known as “lift-and-shift.” 

2. REPLATFORM: 
Sometimes referred to as “lift-tinker-and-shift.” 

3. REPURCHASE:
Replacing your current environment, casually referred 
to as “drop and shop.” 

The Six Common Strategies for Migrating 
to the Cloud (“The 6 R’s”)

For more info, download the Migrating to AWS: Best Practices and Strategies e-book
For more info, download the Migrating to AWS: Best Practices and Strategies e-book.

4. REFACTOR / RE-ARCHITECT: 
Changing the way the application is architected and developed, 
usually done by employing cloud-native features. 

5. RETIRE: 
Decommission or archive unneeded portions of your IT portfolio. 

6. RETAIN: 
Do nothing, for now — revisit. 
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MIGRATION TOOLS: 
Organizations can simplify and automate migration with 
services such as Amazon Server Migration Service and Amazon 
Database Migration Service. In addition, AWS offers application 
brokers that help companies seamlessly integrate on-premises 
and cloud applications. As a result, organizations can 
orchestrate migration based on business strategy rather than 
technical demands.  

Your business applications are the engines that help run 
your company, allowing you to make decisions, gain 
insights, and process valuable data. As part of your digital 
transformation journey, when you migrate to AWS, you 
reach new levels of operational efficiency, increased 
scalability, and improved performance. Given this, 
migration to the cloud requires a provider with experience 
in retiring datacenters, the right programs and enterprise 
technologies ready to move applications to the cloud. We 
offer the Migration Acceleration Program and services to 
migrate databases, servers, and data, giving you the right 
tools to achieve your cloud migration.

Accelerate your migration to the 
cloud with a trusted provider

Migration
Methodology AWS and Partner Tools

APN Partners AWS Professional
Services

AWS Training
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As your journey to the cloud matures, your organization will 
want to maximize the value of existing hardware, software, 
and business applications. Part of your digital strategy may 
require that you run hybrid environments and maximize the 
use of your existing solutions built on Microsoft Windows 
Server, VMWare Cloud, Oracle, or IBM. With AWS, you can 

Maximize the value of your existing investments

AWS Database Migration Service: 
migrate and/or replicate databases 
to AWS quickly and securely. 

AWS Schema Conversion Tool: 
helps convert your existing 
database schema from one 
database engine to another.

use innovative technology to run all your existing systems on 
a platform that allows integration with legacy applications 
and cloud-native solutions. This gives you the ability to run 
your most valuable enterprise applications in the cloud and 
empower you to get the best return from your assets, both 
legacy, new and everything in between.

When to use AWS DMS and AWS SCT?

MODERNIZE

Migration preparation and 
business planning.

If you don’t have a plan, you 
may be planning to fail.

MIGRATE

Portfolio discovery and 
planning. 

Crawl, Walk, Run. 

REPLICATE

Designing, migrating and 
validating applications.

Agile, Flexible, Iterative.
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Discovery & 
Migration Tracking

AWS Migration Hub
AWS Application 
Discovery Service

Server & Database Migration 

AWS Server Migration 
Service (SMS)

AWS Database 
Migration Service (DMS)

VMware Cloud on AWS
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Data Migration

AWS Marketplace

Amazon S3 Transfer
 Acceleration

Explore the AWS Marketplace

AWS Snowball AWS Snowmobile AWS Direct Connect Amazon Kinesis 
Firehose

WHY AWS IS OPTIMAL 
FOR SQL MIGRATION
Businesses that use SQL Server rely on its backward compatibility and the ways it 
seamlessly brings together data from different systems. AWS is flexible enough to 
work with everything from on-premises to legacy systems to help build a cohesive 
infrastructure. Because we understand the ins and outs of SQL Server, it makes 
migration easier. When businesses think of a move to the cloud, it’s important to 
note that not all cloud providers are alike.
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https://aws.amazon.com/s3/faqs/#s3ta
https://aws.amazon.com/snowball/
https://aws.amazon.com/snowmobile/
https://aws.amazon.com/directconnect/
https://aws.amazon.com/kinesis/firehose/
https://aws.amazon.com/marketplace


Microsoft Workloads Partner Solutions:  Migrate, extend, or develop Microsoft-based solutions to 
the cloud with the help of trusted APN Partners that combine AWS and Microsoft expertise. We 
only collaborate with APN Partners that have proven they can help customers like you move their 
Microsoft Workloads to AWS. 

At Amazon Web Services, everything we do starts 
with you – the customer. The AWS Partner 
Network (APN) is focused on helping partners 
build successful AWS-based businesses to drive 
superb customer experiences. We accomplish this 
with a global ecosystem of like-minded APN 
Partners with specialties unique to your needs. 
APN Partners are focused on your success, helping 
customers take full advantage of all the business 
benefits that AWS has to offer. With their deep 
expertise on AWS, APN Partners are uniquely 
positioned to help your company at any stage of 
your Cloud Adoption Journey and to help you 
achieve your business objectives.

OUR PARTNERS HELP WITH YOUR UNIQUE NEEDS

There are two types of APN Partners:
 
• APN Consulting Partners — professional 

services firms that help customers design, 
architect, build, migrate, and manage their 
workloads and applications on AWS 

• APN Technology Partners — provide software 
solutions that are either hosted on or integrated 
with the AWS platform.

Find an APN Partner today

APN PARTNERS
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https://aws.amazon.com/partners/find/
https://aws.amazon.com/windows/partner-solutions/


Now that you know more about why it’s critical 
to modernize your applications with AWS – from 
saving your organization money and resources to 
reducing complexity and enabling more time for 
innovation – you can start your move with 
confidence. AWS will help you along each step 
of the way, thanks to over a decade of experience 

For more info, download the Migrating to AWS: Best Practices and Strategies e-book

Make the most of your investments and move to the cloud with AWS. 

Contact us today.

CONCLUSION

with Windows and SQL 2008 and customers like 
you. Spend your time driving new initiatives for 
your business, not maintaining outdated 
infrastructure. As end of support inches ever 
closer for SQL 2008, the time is now to migrate 
your organization to AWS. 

GET STARTED WITH AWS
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https://aws.amazon.com/windows/contact-us/
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